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THE DOCTRINE  OF VIOLENCE
National Socialism does not mean the crushing of the "mass
revolt" but the carrying of it to completion. The astonishing
thing is not that this could have happened, but that it could be
done under the mask of a movement in the opposite direction,
without those affected realizing the reversal of the course.
To-day, after six years, there are, to say the least, still many
respectable people associated with German "dynamism" who
have not yet realized that their imagined national and racial
rebirth amounts to nothing more than the adoption of the
revolutionary system of "direct action" as the fundamental
principle for the carrying of the "mass revolt" to completion.
Direct action is defined as "direct integration by means of
corporativism, militarism, and myth"; this is to replace
democracy and parliamentarism. But the true significance of
direct action lies in its assignment of the central place in its
policy to violence, which it then surrounds with a special
philosophical interpretation of reality. Briefly this philosophical
system amounts to the belief that the use of violence in a
supreme effort liberates creative moral forces in human society
which lead to social and national renewal. "Civilization is the
endeavour to reduce violence to the ultima ratio" writes Ortega
y Gasset. "This is now becoming all too clear to us, for direct
action reverses the order and proclaims violence as the prima
ratio, or rather the unica ratio. It is the standard that dispenses
with all others." Violence, says Sorel, is the basic force in life.
When aU other standards have been unmasked by scepticism of
all doctrines, reason itself is robbed of all force. The anti-
intellectual attitude of "dynamism" is not mere chance but the
necessary outcome of an entire absence of standards. Man, it
holds, is not a logical being, not a creature guided by reason or
intelligence, but a creature following his instincts and impulses,